
PLACE THE PIG ON ITS CHEST (STERNAL 
RECUMBENCY).   

USING A CLEAN KNIFE, CUT AND REMOVE THE 
SKIN FROM THE MIDDLE OF THE NECK TO JUST 
IN FRONT OF THE PIGS EARS ON THE TOP OF 
THE HEAD.   

FLEX THE HEAD DOWNWARD AT A 45-DEGREE 
ANGLE TO EXPOSE THE JOINT BETWEEN THE 
SKULL AND FIRST CERVICAL VERTEBRAE 
(ATLANTO-OCCIPITAL JOINT).   

WITH THE BEVEL POINTING UPWARD, DIRECT 
THE NEEDLE AND SYRINGE AT A 45-DEGREE 
ANGLE INTO THE SPACE. A SLIGHT “POP” MAY 
BE FELT WHEN ENTERING THE SPACE.   

SLOWLY DRAW BACK ON THE SYRINGE AND 
COLLECT UP TO 3mL OF CSF TO AVOID 
DRAWING BLOOD AND COMPROMISING 
SAMPLE QUALITY. A CLEAR-TO-YELLOW FLUID 
SHOULD FLOW EASILY.   

PLACE THE CSF INTO A LABELED, STERILE 
TUBE. PROMPTLY REFRIGERATE SAMPLES FOR 
SHIPMENT.   
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CEREBROSPINAL FLUID

STEP 1. STEP 2. STEP 3.

STEP 5. STEP 6.STEP 4.

SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS: 

COLLECTION INSTRUCTIONS:

REFER TO SAMPLE SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS ON SAMPLE SUBMISSION PAGE
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SUPPLIES:

KNIFE

3 mL SYRINGE

1.5” X 20 G NEEDLE

SAMPLING TUBE 

 

	- PREFERRED EUTHANASIA METHODS ARE ELECTROCUTION, EUTHANASIA 
SOLUTION, AND CO2

	- CEREBROSPINAL FLUID (CSF) MUST BE COLLECTED PRIOR TO NECROPSY

	- USE PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT

	- USE STERILE SUPPLIES TO AVOID SAMPLE CONTAMINATION

	- LABEL SAMPLES WITH PERMANENT MARKER 

CONSIDERATIONS:


