
1. OPEN CAMERA APP
2. FOCUS ON QR CODE

3. TAP BANNER TO 
WATCH VIDEO 

NECROPSY

SUPPLIES:

KNIFE

CONSIDERATIONS:

- USE PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT.

- USE CLEAN SUPPLIES TO AVOID SAMPLE CONTAMINATION.

- LABEL SAMPLES WITH PERMANENT MARKER.

ILLUSTRATIONS:FUNDING:COLLABORATORS:

These materials were developed through a collaborative process between Swine Medicine Education 
Center, Center of Food Security and Public Health, American Association of Swine Veterinarians, National 
Pork Board, Multistate Partnership for Security in Agriculture and United States Department of Agriculture. 

This project is funded by USDA’s Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service through the National Animal 
Disease Preparedness and Response Program

Mary Breuer
Swine Medicine Education Center
Iowa State University

- SELECT PIGS THAT ARE BEGINNING TO SHOW 
CLINICAL SIGNS.

- EUTHANIZE PIGS ACCORDING TO FARM PROTOCOL.

- CONFIRM DEATH PRIOR TO BEGINNING THE 
NECROPSY.

REFER TO DESIRED SAMPLE HANDOUT (e.g. TONSIL, LYMPH NODE, SPLEEN)

STEP 1. 
AFTER CONFIRMING DEATH, PLACE CARCASS ON ITS BACK. 
CUT DOWN FRONT AND HIND LIMBS TO STABILIZE.

NECROPSY INSTRUCTIONS:

STEP 2. 
CUT VERTICALLY THROUGH SKIN FROM 
FRONT LIMBS TOWARD THE JAW. 

STEP 5. 
CONTINUE TO PULL SKIN 
BACK AND CUT UNTIL ALL 
ORGANS ARE EXPOSED.

STEP 6. 
SEPARATE THE RIGHT AND LEFT RIBS BY CUTTING BETWEEN 
THE FIRST RIBS AND PUSHING APART EACH HALF OF THE RIB 
CAGE. IF DIFFICULT TO SEPARATE, CUT BETWEEN EACH RIB 
AND BREAK INDIVIDUALLY.

STEP 4. 
CUT THROUGH THE CARTILAGE OF 
THE RIBS TO EXPOSE THE HEART AND 
LUNGS. KNIFE DEPTH MAY NEED TO BE 
ADJUSTED DEPENDING ON ANIMAL SIZE.

COLLECTION INSTRUCTIONS:

STEP 3. 
PULL THE SKIN UNDERNEATH 
MOUTH, WHILE CUTTING PARALLEL 
TO THE BODY.

- OLDER ANIMALS MAY BE MORE DIFFICULT TO NECROPSY. 

- USE A SHARP KNIFE.


